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Interlaminar fracture toughness of fibre-reinforced laminates is assessed via laboratory tests carried 
out on beam-shaped specimens with pre-implanted delaminations. Simple models of these tests are 
based on classical beam theory. Refined models consider elastic interfaces between the separating 
layers and allow for shear deformability. In this case, through lengthy calculations, we find 
complete explicit solutions, and obtain concise expressions for the compliance and energy release 
rate, achieving a surprising agreement with the results of experiments and more complex models. 


